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SUBECT: INVITING PROPOSALS FOR EXPLORATION [ EXCAVATION
PROGRAMME FOR THE SEASON 2020-2021 — REGARDING.

Sir / Madam,

As you are aware, Section 24 of the Ancient Monuments and Archaeological Sites
and Remains (AMASR) Act, 1958 and Rules 1959 stipulates the approval of the Central
Government for carrying out any archaeological excavation, which also includes exploration
or any operation aimed at discovery of objects of archaeological character. In order to
coordinate the excavations programme in the country all the proposals for the approvat of
the Central Government the same are to be submitted to the Director General,
Archaeological Survey of India (ASI) for the consideration of the same by the Standing
Committee of the Central Advisory Board of Archaeology (SC of CABA) for its
recommendation. The proposals shall not be considered if terms like scientific clearance,
debris clearance, trial digging, trial pit, test pit, trial trenching are used in the application.

Your attention is drawn for submitting proposais for .undertaking archaeological
excavation during the field season 2020-21, which may be forwarded to this office with full
details as per the enclosed proforma, latest by 31 July 2020 for placing the same before
the SC of CABA. .

In case, the excavation programme is a continuation of earlier work, it shall also be
mentioned indicating the work done during the last season and the scope for future
planning along with a detailed report of previous season’s work.

Further, the proposal shall be problem-oriented in nature and scheme of work may
be envisaged for future planning as well so that each year's work may not appear as
isolated venture. '
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The proposal for excavation in the areas, which are not protected by the Central
Government, shall be submitted through the respeclive State Governments who in
their turn, may certify that they intend to undertake or authorize the applicant to undertake
archaeological excavation in the area. In the absence of such recommendation from
the concerned State Government i.e. Office of the Secretary {Culture) or other under
which the Archaeology department comes, the proposal will be tiable to summarily
be rejected and would net be placed before the SC of CABA. This procedure has been
prescribed by the Governmeni so as to fulfill requirements of Rule 24 of the Ancient
Monuments and Archaeological Sites and Remains (AMASR) Act, 1058 and Rules 1959.

The proposals for excavating a Centrally Protecied Site shall, however, be sent fo
this office directly, in duplicate, in Form Il (format enclosed) along with a plan in friplicate
indicating the area to be excavated and marked mandatorily in red. In case of the
proposed work is in continuation of the previous work, the area excavated during last field
season(s) shall be marked mandatorily in green ink.

The following points may, however be kept in view while submitting the proposals:-

1. The proposals must be drawn and submitted with details as given in enclosed
proforma specimen including a ptan of the site duly marking therein area proposed to
be excavated during the season. Further, the proposed excavated area may be
marked distinctly, if excavated earlier/previously.

2. The proposal should be research-oriented and aimed at filling the missing links and
gaps in Indian Archaeology and History with well-defined objectives particularly on
prehistoric investigation in north-eastern India, northern Neolithic investigation in
Kashmir and Ladakh and also to understand the origin and development of
Harappan Culture in the context of indigenous culture in Haryana, Punjab, Rajasthan
and Gujarat. Besides ancient Buddhist settlements and early medieval and medieval
archaeology shall also be given due importance.

3. The proposals may also be concentrated on salvaging of archaeological remains
wherever possible keeping in view of the destruction of archaeological sites due to
urbanizations, agricultural expansion, incipient industrialization and encroachment.

4. Further, the proposal may also take into account the suggestions made by the Core
Committee constituted by the Director General, Archaeological Survey of India (copy
enclosed).

5. For the excavation in the areas not protected by the Central Government, the
proposal must route through the concerned State Government. However, an
advanced copy may be submitted to the Director General, ASL.

6. In case of Universities / Research Institutions, it is necessary that the proposals
should be signed by the Registrar / Head of the Institutions, respectively.

7. All such proposals shall reach this office positively by 31 July, 2020 direct as well

as through the concerned State Government.
Contd..p.3/-
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8. In case the recommendation from the State Government for approval of any
proposal of the University / Research Institution is not received by the due date i.e.
31% July 2020, the proposals will not be placed before the SC of CABA for ifs
scrutiny and it will be treated as rejected.

9. Those who have already sent their proposals for exploration / excavation for the
season 2020-21 prior to the issue of this circular will have to send it afresh as per
enclosed proforma.

10.1t may be noted that all the columns should be duly filled in and typewritten to ensure
clarity.

11.The proposals received after 31%* July 2020 and the proposals without requisite
documents as stipulated above, will be summarily rejected.

12.The proposal can also be applied online on this office website: www.asi.nic.in as per
following steps:

i. Open the official website of Archaeological Survey of India - WWW.asi.nic.in

i. Open the link Apply for Permission on the top navigation bar.

iii. A new page of permission will open,

iv. Click the link on Register. :

v. Fill in all the details required for registration.

vi. After Registration click to the required form to be filled in (herein the Exploration/
Excavation).

vii. Fill in all the required fields and upload the required documents wherever required.

viii. The covering page of the application duly signed by the Registrar/ Head of the
institution to be uploaded. The clearance from Ministry of External Affairs and
Ministry of Home Affairs (in case of foreign participants) also to be uploaded in the
required documents for the application.

ix. The State Archaeology clearance/ No Objection for the concerned Exploration/
Excavation shall be submiited in due course.

x. The approvall cancellation of the application form filled will be shown to the user in
his/her dashboard.

The collaboration with foreign nationals / Institution shall be carried out only after

obtaining approval of the Government of India. It shall be ensured by the Indian
Collaborators that valid research visa / permission from Ministry of Home Affairs / Ministry

of External Affairs for the foreign national / an individual associated with the project is
obtained well prior to the submission of the proposal.

Writing the excavation report is integral part of any archaeological excavation.

Therefore, while submitting the proposals for excavation it should clearly be
indicated whether report on the previous excavation have been prepared and

brought out. If not, the detailed and cogent reasons must be indicated. It may be

Contd..p.4/-
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noted that no approval for excavation will be granted if the above information 18 not
surnished. The Head of the Institution and Departments shall clearly ensure that there
is no pendency in excavation reporis of the concerned applicant. Further, they may
ensure that if the concerned applicant has pending excavation reporis, the
application may not be forwarded. The completed reports shall be submitted to the
Director General, Archaeological Survey of India, Dharohar Bhawan, 24 Tilak Marg,
Mew Delhi-<i110001 in hard as well as soft copy (pdf / formai) as per the format
prescribed by Wheeler Committee Report 1965.

The applicanis who have pending explorationlexcavation report against their
names and those who have undertaken exploration/excavation in the previous field
season are essentially required to submit an Interim Repori together with list of
antiquity finds, good quality photographs of important finds and location map, along
with or before the receipt of fresh application proposal seeking permission/license.

The decision of the Director General, Archasological Survey of India in

accepting or rejecting any proposals would be final. ‘
R L s
Rrabhakar

Director (Exploration & Excavation)
E-mail: direxc.asi@gmail.com

Vw/o rabhv.. a s/ @;—o ver'n

Encl: As above

Copy forwarded to all the Directorate of Archaeology of the State concerned for
information and speedy forwarding of the proposals for exploration / excavation in respect
of their State for the season 2020-21 with their recommendations for excavation. [t is
necessary to fulfill the provisions stipulated in the Ancient Monuments and Archaeological
Sites and Remains (AMASR) Act, 1958 and the Rules made thereunder. The relevant
parts are reproduced below for your ready reference. ‘

“No State Government shall undertake or authorize any person (o undertake any
excavation or other like operation for archaeological purposes in any area which is not a
protected area except with the previous approval of the Central Government and in
accordance with such rules or directions, if any, as the Central Government may make or
give in this behalf .... [Section 24, the AMASR Acft, 1958)

“Every State Government intending fo undertake or authorize any person fo
undertake any archaeological excavation or other like opsration in any area which is not a
protected area shall intimate its intention to the Central Government af least three months -
prior to the proposed date of the commencement of the excavation or operation...... " (Rule
24, the AMASR Rules, 1959).
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11.

12.

13.

14.

APPLICATION FOR CARRYING OUT EXPLORATION / EXCAVATION AT AREAS OTHER THAN
PROTECTED FOR THE FIELD SEASON 2020 -21

Name of the Project (Exploration/ Excavation)

Name and address of the applicant

(Enclose brief profile)

(If the application is on behalf of an institution, the
name thereof should be given)

Name of the site :

Locality:

District:

State:

[at: Long:

Details of previous studies / brief report on work
carried out by the applicant during last field season on
the proposed site/area, if any

Project statement and objectives, time-frame
Extent of the proposed excavation or operation

(A plan of the site in triplicate showing in red
outline the extent of the proposed excavation or
operation to be attached)

Approximate expenditure and the anficipated funding
Composition of the team

Collaborator, if any

Plan for the preservation, maintenance and proper

scientific storage of excavated remains and material.

Approximate Expenditure and Funding

Provision for archiving photo, drawing and other

documentation materials pertaining to excavation/

exploration

Stage of submission of the report(s) on previous exploration (s) / excavation(s) taken up by the applicant /
institution :

Year Name of the site Stage of publication of report

Any other information

I declare that the above information is correct. I also undertake to observe the provisions of the Ancient
Monuments and Archaeological Sites and Remains Act, 1958 and the rules made there under.

Station: ' Signature of the applicant

Date: , (if the application is on behalf of an institution, the signature
should be that of the head of the institution, which term includes

Seal of the Institution the Registrar of a University)

Recommendation of the State Government
(Sites other than Centrally profected)
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FORM i

Application for License to excavate in a Centrally Protected Area

for the field season 202¢-2021

Name and address of applicant
(if the application is on behalf of
an institution, the name thereof
should be given)

Name of the site
Locality

District

State

Extent of the proposed excavation
and time-frame (a plan of the site
in triplicate showing in red outline
the extent of the proposed
excavation to be attached)

Approximate expenditure on the
proposed excavation

| declare that the above information is ¢

{Vide rule 12}

orrect. | also undertake to observe the provisions of

the Ancient Monuments and Archaeological Sites and Remains Act, 1958 and the rules made
thereunder.

Station:

Date:

Seal of the institution

Signature of the Applicant

(if the application is on behalf of
an institufion, the sighature
should be that of the head of the
institution, which term includes
the Registrar of a university)
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FORM IV

Report on Antiquities excavated in a protecied area
(Vide rule 16)

Name of site

Locality

District

State

Repott for the period frome - { Qe e

S. No. Class of | Material | Number of antiquities Appx. Remarks |
antiquities Complete | Fragmentary | age

Station:
Date:

Signature of the Licensee

1- In the case of potsherds, the approximate number should be stated.
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DOCUMENTATION OF ANTIQUITES

ANTIQUITIES
1 Name of the Museum/ Institution
2 Title of object
3 Type of Object
4 Date / Period
5 Dynasty / Style
6 Provenance
7 Material
8 Measurement / Weight
9 Description
10 | Identification marks
11 | Condition
12 | Photograph
13 | Location at the museum
14 | State / UT
15 | Accession / Registration No.
16 ! Source of acquisition
17 | National Documentation No.
18 | Published References
19 | Remarks
20 | Date of recording
21 | Recorded by -
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